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Il ho is over all, God bleſſed for evermore. 


HAT important queſtion was once aſked, 
« What think ye of Chriſt ?””- and it is 
to be hoped that ſuch as have a rea] con- 
cern for their eternal welfare, have atten- 
tively conſidered the fame : for verily it behoveth 
us to conſider into whote hands we have committed 
our All, and in whom our hopes of immortality 
and everlaſting happineſs are placed, 
if men, who have a ſum of money to diſpoſe of, 
are very careful into whoſe hands they commit the 
ſame, and will not adventure it till they have pro- 
per ſecurity,” much more careful ought we to be 
into whoſe hands we commit our immortal ſpirits ; 
truly, who ſhould be no inferior a Peing than a 
Faithful Creator. Truſt in the Lord with all thy 
mght, is the language of infpiration ; fer they that 
truſt in the Lord are like Mount Sion, which can 
never be moved : therefore we are called to trat in 
the Living God, who is the Saviour of all men, 
eſpecially of them that believe. Now the great point 
am at this time to prove is, whether this $2v;our 
if all men be the Living God; and therefore have 
made choice of a text which poſitively aſſerts that 
he is ſuch, and the context points in preciſe terms, 
who the perſon is, viz. Chriſt, deſcended from Iſrael 
with regard to his human nature, but as touching 
his divine nature, he is over all, God bleſſed for 
fermgre. This important point I now deſire to 
ſet forth in as conciſe and clear a manner as poſs 
ble, making uſe of ſuch arguments and ſcripture 
proofs as appear to me unanſwerable, and begging 
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aſliſtance from above, that nothing may be ad. 
vanced but the pure truth. 


Firſt, I Hall endeausur to prove our Saviour s 
Divinity. 


Secondly, Mute ſome improvement from tv hall 


be advanced. 


Firjt, I am to prove our Saviour's Divinity. 
Thoſe names and aſcriptions are given to Chriſt, 
which would be highly blaſphemous to give to any 
created being of what rank or dignity ſoever it 
might be. It is well known that the name Jz- 
HOVAH 1s claimed by the Supreme Being to him- 
ſelf alone, and is deemed incommunicable, as the 
tollowing paſlages clearly prove. Thus when the 
Almighty would impreſs awe and reverence upon 
the minds of the Iſraelites, he makes them many 
promiſes, and warns them by awful threatenings 
in caſe of diſobedience ; he ſays, F thou turit not 
obſerve to de all the words of this law, written in 
this book, that thou mayeſt fear this glorious and 
fearful name, THE LORD Thy Gop.* And how 
often does the important aſſeveration occur in the 
book of Leviticus ? I AM THE LORD, x eſpecialiy 
in the 22d chap. and the three laſt verſes are each 
of them cloſed with the ſolemn found. Many in- 
ſtances of the like nature are found in the prophets, 
elpecially in the prophet //a:ah; thus when he 1s 
comforting the Church, which was at that time in 


_ diſtreſs, with the promiſe of redemption, and ſetting 


at defiance all her oppoſers; he ſays, I AM THE 
LokpD; that is my name and my glory will I nit 
give to another, neither my praiſe to graven images. 
And fo tremendous was this name, that no ſacrifice 
was appointed for the blaſphemer, but he mult die;) 
for the Lord wauld not hold him guiltleſs who toi 


Deut. xxviii. n XXIV. 23.— 1 Iſa. xl. 8. 
& Deut. v. 11. 
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his name in vain. And the Jews (fallen as they 
are) at this day, have ſuch a veneration for this 
awful name, that they don't allow their children to 
pronounce it in common, not even in reading the 
Hebrew Bible, but have ſubſtituted another word 
inſtead of it. Now this very name, of which fo 
much has been faid in the Scripture, and in other 
good writers, is given to the Saviour of the world. 
This is the name whereby he ſhall be called JEHROVARK 
zur righteouſneſs.+ In the travels of the Iſraelites 
through the wilderneſs, we have an account of their 
murmuring againſt the Lord; but being made ſen- 
ſible of their ſin, they ſay, we have ſinned againſt 
the Lord, pray unto the Led that he may take away 


or, according to the Hebrew, this Jehovah * the 
Apoſtle tells us it was Chriſt. Neither let us tempt 
A Chriſt as ſome of them alſo tempted, and were de- 
t ſeroyed of ſerpents. From hence it evidently ap- 


1 pears that Chriſt as touching his divine nature is 
1 Tehovah. 

W The name God, again, as we find it in the New 
\e Feſtament, and for the moſt part in the Old, is 
ly applied to the Supreme Being. To quote the pat- 
ch ſages where it occurs in that connexion, would 
* far exceed the limits of a Sermon; and J appre- 


ts, bend it to be quite needleſs, ſeeing it abounds every 
is where in the Bible. Now the very ſame appella- 
in tion is given to Chriſt. He is the ig hty Cod, the 
ing Everlaſting Father, and the Prince of Peace.\| And 
us when he is comforting his Church, he addreſſes 
vt ber in ſuch animating language as this, Var thor 
e %, —for thy Maker is thy Huſband, the Lord of 
"ice Ml 179/ts is his name; and thy Redeemer, the Hely One 
c:\ V Vrael, THE Gor oF THE wHOLE EARTH Hall 


* In every place in the Old Teſtament where the word Lord is 
found in Capitals, the Hebrew is JEHOVAH ; and is never ap- 
plied to any creature but to the Supreme Being only. | 

Jer. XXui., 6, — } Numb, xxi. 7. — & Cor, x. 9, — || Ifa. ix. 6. 
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the ſerpents from us. } Now, who was this Lord, 
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ſail he be called. Here we ſee the believer's huſ- 
band and redeemer is the Gop of the whole Harth. 
Lo the very ſame purpoſe we find Thomas ſpeaking, 
after he had declared, Unleſs I ſee in his hands the 
print of the nails, &c. I will not believe: Our 
gracious Lord, knowing both his words and his 
thoughts, condeſcended to him, and ſhewed him 
his hands, and bid him not be faithleſs but be- 
lieving; Thomas exclaims in pleaſing extacy, My 
Lord and my God. * Now had Thomas been mil- 
taken, in a matter of ſuch conſequence, our Sa— 
viour would furely have rectified it, and not left 
his well-meaning diſciple in fo groſs a deception. 

The Apoſtle Jude carries the matter ſtill higher, 
even when an old diſciple, and writing an inſpired 
epiſtle, and I apprehend took time to deliberate, 
therein ſtiles him the only wiſe God and Saviour. + 
And it ſeems pretty clear to me that it was Chriit 
which St. John meant, when he faid This is the 
True God and Eternal Life ;4 therefore if the di- 
vine titles mean any thing, they muſt prove what 
the text aſſerts, viz. that Chri/t is over all, G:4 
bleſſed for ever. T might mention many other 
names, which properly belong to the Deity, and 
= are given to the Friend of ſinners, ſuch as, 
©ternal, Almighty, Omnipotent, Inviſible, &c. but 
I wave them at preſent. 

2. I prove his divinity from the works faid to 
be done by him. In the firſt of Geneſis, we are 
informed how the world was made, and who was 
the maker thereof; and the Pfalmiſt referring to 
the ſame, ſays, He ſpate and it was done, he com. 
manded and it ſtood faſt; and in another place he 
ſays, The ſea is his, and he made it, and his hands 
prepared the dry land. 9 But of whom is all this 
ſpoken ? undoubtedly of the Supreme Being. Now 


John xx. 25, — + Jude i. 25. —— 1 John v. 20.1 Pſa, 
XXXIi, 3.— 8 Pha. xxxv. 5. 
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this very work of creation is aſcribed to a precious 
Chriſt, as is very clear from the following paſlages, 
and not as a work delegated to him from a ſupe- 
rior, but as the prime worker; Thy Maker is thy 
Huſband, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Iſrael.* 
All things were made by him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. t One cannot help tak- 
ing notice how particular and expreſs the Holy Ghoſt 
is, as if it were intended to cut off all cavil, and 
prevent miſtake; All things were made by him 
then he was not a creature of any order whatſoever, 
or he muſt have been created by ſome one himſelf. 
Likewiſe the redundancy of expreſſion renders it 
more emphatical ſtill ; and without him was not any 
thing made which was made; ſo that nothing can be 
more preciſe and particular. 

To the ſame effect, and more largely expreſſed, 
we find the Apoſtle's words are, For by him were 
all things created, that are in heaven and in earth, 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or do- 
minions, or principalities, or powers; all things were 
created by him, and for him. And he 1s before all 
things, and by him all things conſiſt.t If words 
can be more to the purpoſe, they muſt be thoſe in 
the ſame epiſtle, For in him diwelleth the fullneſs of 
the Godhead bodily. & . 

Such is the teſtimony of holy men on earth, men 
who ſpake and wrote as the ſpirit gave them utter- 
ance, Let me once more ſummons a ſet of wit- 
neſſes from the empyreal regions, and not of the 
inferior orders. I take the living creatures, and the 
four-and-twenty elders to be the higheſt rank of cre- 
ated beings that we have any information of, even 
in heaven; we are favoured with a particular de- 
ſeription of theſe bright ſons of the morning in 
Ezekiel, || and ſtill more ſo in Revelations, and we 


* Ifa, liv, 5.—7 John i. 3.— 1 Col. i. 16, 17.—8 Col. 
Ul, 9.— | Ezck, 1. 
find 
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find them join the twenty-four elders in caſting 
their crowns before him that liveth for ever and 
ever, that is, before Chriſt, and ſaying, Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive honour and power, for 
thou haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure 
they are, and were created.* It would be mighty 
ealy to ſwell this diſcourſe with many more quo- 
tations upon this head, but I look upon theſe al- 
ready produced quite ſufficient. 

3. A third proof of our Saviour's divinity is, 
the worſhip and adoration which is both demanded 
and given him. We ſee in the facred oracles how 
expreſs the Almighty is with regard to this article 
in x. XX. 3, 7. and in many other places, all to 
which our Lord referred to when he ſaid to Satan, 
It is written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and him only ſhalt thou 1 It would be end- 
leſs to quote all the paſſages wherein the Almighty 
claims the worſhip of all in heaven and earth, and 
likewiſe the — inflicted upon idolaters; 
which I ſuppoſe will not be denied by any Arian; 
ſo that what i have here to prove is, that wor- 
ſhip is demanded and given to the Son of God. I 
apprehend prayer and praiſe are two very eſſential 
branches in divine worthip, let the modes of them 
be ever ſo different; theſe we ſhall find given to the 
Son in their full extent. We find the Pirine Ma- 
jeſty deſeribed in 97th Y ſalm with inimitable ſub- 
limity; and in the 7th verſe it is ſaid, Confounded 
be all they that ſerve graven images, that boaſt them- 
ſelves in idols, worſhip him all ye cue which very 
place is by the Apoſtle applied to Chriſt, with ſome 
little variation of phraſe, ſaying, And let all the An- 
gels of God worſhip him. : 

Agrecable to this we find Daniel ſays, jaw ix 
the night viſions, and behold one like the Son of Man 
came with the clouds of heaven, aud came to the Ancient 


Rev. iv. 8, 11. — + Matt, iv. 10. — 1 Heb, i. 6. 
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Days, and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king- 
lam, that all peaple, nations, and languages ſhould ſerve 
him; his dominion is an everlaſting dominion which 
ſhall not paſs away, and his kingdom that which ſhall 
not be deſtroyed, * Here we find worſhip was to be 
given him by all people, nations and languages; 
and ſurely he muſt be the proper object of worſhip, 
otherwiſe it would be downright idolatry. And 
this is juſtly due from the eſſential and inſeparable 
union which ſubſiſts between the Father and Son. 
This our Lord aſſerts in his debate with the Jews, 
when they fought to kill him, becauſe he made 
himſelf equal with G:4.4 And ſo he did; nor did 
he think it any robbery, t or he would not have let 
them remain in ſo dreadful a miſtake; but he was 
ſo far from contradicting them, that he confirms the 
great truth by aſſerting, that all men ſhould honour the 
*ather. Fe that hanoureth nat the Son, honoureth 
not the Father. \ Here is a claim which no Angel 
in Heaven dares, or even deſires to make; perhaps 
ſatan attempted ſomething of the kind when he ſaid, 
{ will be like the Maſt high : But then his place in 
Heaven knew him no more, but he, and his unhappy 
aſſociates, are reſerved in chains 7 darkneſs unto the 
gent of the great day. And ſhould any crea- 
ture, of what rank or order ſoever, make the ſame 
attempt, he would inevitably meet the ſame fate. 
ut holy men, and holy angels have rejected that 
honour, when through ignorance it has been offered 
them. When Cornelius ſent for Peter to hear the 
words of life from him, he was ſo tranſported at 
the ſight of his apoſtolical gueſt, that he fel! down at 
Vis feet and worſhipped him. But Peter, knowing 
that ſuch homage belonged not to him, took him 
% ſaying, Stand up, I myſelf alſo am a man. In 


Dan. vii. 13, 14. + John v. 48. — 1 Phil, i. 23, —— 


John v. 23.— J Jude 6, | 
like 


TR... 


like manner we find Paul and Barnabas at Lyca- 
onta, acting the ſame becoming part when the mul- 
titude hrought oxen and garlands according to their 
manner, and would have done ſacrifice with the 


people. But theſe faithful ſervants of God would 


not be deified, and therefore rent their cloaths, and 
ran in among the people, crying, Sirs, why do ye theſe 
things! we alſo are men of like paſſions with you, 
and preach unto you, that ye ſhould turn from theſe 


 *#nto the living God, which made heaven and earth, 


and the ſea, and all things which are therein, &c.* 
In like manner we find when the Angel was ſhew- 
ing the Apoſtle John the heavenly glories, he was 
even ſo overcome with the angelical glory, that he 
fell twice into the ſame miſtake, and would have 
worſhipped him, but he rejects it with abruptnels, 
which ſhews him-to have been in haſte, and as it 18 
in the Greek, See not, f I am thy fellow ſervant ; 
worſhip God.. I am the more particular in theſe 
well-known circumſtances, to make what follows 
appear in its proper light. For we find inſtances 
both of men'and Angels paying humble adoration 
to him that was ſlam; nor does he refuſe it, nor 
are they blamed for it. 

The poor Canaanitiſh woman begins her addreſs 
to him in the language of divine worſhip : Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, thou fon of David; and as he 
ſeemed not to regard her, ſhe came and worſhipped 
him, ſaying, Lord help me. But did our Lord re- 
pulſe her? did he reprove any miſtake in her ? No: 
on the contrary, ſhe is generally recommended by 
him, ſaying, O woman, great is thy faith, be it unto 
thee even as thou 2 In like manner, after our 
omnipotent Lord had ſtilled the raging tempeſt, 
and had entered into the ſhip, and quieted the 
minds of the agitated diſciples, it is ſaid, then they 


Acts xiv, 14, 15.— 1 Opa An. — | Rev. xix. IO, &c. 
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that were in the ſhip came and worſhipped him, ſay- 
ing, Of a truth, thou art the Son of God.* The 
next inſtance which I ſhall adduce, is the cafe of 
the man that was born blind. After he had vin- 
dicated the honour of his divine, though unknown, 
benefactor, and on that account was expelled the 
Synagogue, our Lord found him and faid, Dof# 
fs believe in the Son of God? He anſwered, Who 
is he, Lord, that I might believe in him © and Feſus 


faid unto him, Thou haſt both ſeen him, and it is he 


that talketh with thee. And he ſaid, Lord, I be- 
hieve; and he worſhipped him. 

The fame divine homage was given to the Prince 
of Peace, after he had overcome the ſharpneſs of 
death, and had burſt the barriers of the tomb. A 
little before his paſſion he had aſſured his diſciples 


that he would rife again and go before them into 


Galilee, | and, according to that promiſe, the eleven 
diſciples went away into Galilee into a mountain where 


Teſus had appointed them. And when they ſaw him 


they worſhipped him. $ Here was divine adoration ; 


yet we don't find them blamed on that account, 
either by our Lord, or any one elſe. The very 
fame is aſſerted by St. Luke, when our Lord paid 
them his laſt viſit at Jeruſalem. He led them out 
as far as Bethany; and he lifted up his hands and 
bleſſed them. And it came to paſs, while he bleſſed 
them, he was parted from them and carried up into 
Heaven. AND THEY WORSHIPPED HIM, and 
returned to Fa alem with great joy.\| Thus we 
find even after his bodily preſence was removed, 
yet conſcious of his divinity, they acknowledged it 
upon the very ſpot where he had lifted up his gra- 
cious hands and bleſſed them, and then he was re- 
ceived from their ſight. 


But if good men ſhould be even miſtaken in life, 


Matt. xiv. 33.—+ John ix. 35, 38.— f John ix. 23. 


$ John xxvili, 16, 17.— Luke xxiv. 50, 51, 52. 
it 
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it highly becomes them in death to be certain that 
they ſhould commit their ſouls into the hands of a 


faithful creator; and. ſurely if that is the caſe with 


every good man, more eſpecially it ought to be the 
caſe with every martyr; now this we find to have 
been the caſe with the firſt chriſtian martyr : The; 


ſtoned Stephen, calling, and ſaying, Lord Feſus, re- 


ceive my ſpirit. And he kneeled down, and cricl 
with a loud voice, Lord lay not this fin to their 
charge.* Here is a martyr, in his laſt moments, 
committing his ſoul into the hands of his Saviour, 
and praying to the ſame gracious Redeemer for the 
pardon of his murderers. Now, ſurely, he unto 
whom a dying chriſtian, a martyr, nay, the firſt 
chriſtian martyr, commits his ſoul in his laſt mo- 
ments, muſt be God, or he goes out of the world 
an idolater. 

4. A fourth proof of our Saviour's divinity is his 
Omniſcience. This is an attribute aſcribed to the 
deity alone, and therefore cannot be juſtly aſcribed 
to any creature, let their rank or dignity 4 ever ſo 
high. How awfully is this deſcribed in the 139th 
Pſalm? How does the man after God's own heart 
confeſs in the 11th and 12th verſes, IVI ſay, Surely 
the darkneſs ſhall cover me; even the night ſhall be 
light about me. Yea, the darkneſs hideth not from 
thee : but the night ſhineth as the day, the darkneſs 
and the light are both alike to thee. 

Man can only look at the outward appearance, 
but it is the prerogative of God alone to bo, at 
the heart. + David, in his laſt charge to his fon 
Solomon, makes this a capital argument to engage 
the heart of the young Prince in the ſervice of 
God. And thou Solomon, my fon, know thou tie 
God of thy Father, and ſerve him with a perfeil 
heart, and with a willing mind; and mark the rea- 
ſon, for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and under- 


* Acts Vil, 597 60.— Þ 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 
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Handeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. As 
if he had ſaid, Don't attempt to deceive infinite 
wiſdom, for God is better acquainted with thy de- 
ſigns, deſires, and thoughts, than thou art thyſelf, 
and nothing but ſincerity will ſtand before him. 
The fame thought ſtrikes him when he was mak- 
ing very liberal offerings towards the building of 
the Temple. know alſo, my God, that thou trie/? 
the heart, and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. f As if 
he had faid, Let me not deceive myſelf with all this 
outward ſhew; for though it is aſtoniſhing in the 
eyes of man, yet thou, who ſeeſt the motives from 
whence I act, ſeeing thou trieſt the heart, art pleaſed 
alone with uprightneſs. In this alſo Jeremiah took 
refuge, while his enemies laboured to blacken him, 
and render him vile and abominable in the eyes of 
others; he cries out, But, O Lord of Hoſts, that 
judgeſt righteoufly, that trieft the reins and the 
heart, let me T thy vengeance on them, | viz. his 
enemies, that their deſigns might be fruſtrated. 
Thus Solomon at the dedication of the Temple, 
among other acknowledgements, makes this re- 
markable one. Fox THouv, even THOU ONLY 
knoweſt the hearts of all the children of men.] Thus 
we find the knowing of men's thoughts, the trying 
the heart and reins, is manifſtely aſcribed to the 
Deity alone; now it is evident that that very at- 
tribute is aſcribed to Chriſt. Many inſtances of 
this appear. Feſus did not commit himſelf unto them, 
becauſe he knew all men; and needeth not that any 
ſhould teſtify of man; for he knew what was in man. & 
Thus when the Phariſees were plotting and caballing 
azainſt him, it is ſaid, Teſus knew their thoughts. In 
ike manner when they were propoſing an enſnaring 
queſtion to him, it is ſaid, Jeſus, T've rompav owray,** 
Mowing their wickedneſs, made his reply accordingly, 
* 1 Chron. xxviii. 


20, 30, 12.— 
* Matt. xii. 25. 


. — + 1 Chron. xxix, 17. —— f Jer. xi. 
1 Kings, vii. 39, — 8 John ii. 24, 25. 
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convincing them that he was privy to the moſt latent 
thoughts of their hearts. Likewiſe, at a certain 
time, when his doctrine had not only given umbrage 
to the Jews, but even to ſeveral of his profeſſed 
followers, in ſo much that they were much ſtaggered, 
he told them plainly, But there are ſome of you that 
believe not. And it is added, For Jeſus knew from 
the beginning who they were which believed not, and 
who ſhould betray him. * + Thus we find Om- 
niſcience is juſtly aſcribed to the Friend of ſinners. 

5. A fifth proof of the divinity of the Son of 
God, is his Omnipotence ; this is an attribute in- 
conteſtably belonging to God alone; a power which 
can do every thing, making all things of nothing, 
or nothing of all things, and which no creature 1s 
able to reſiſt; who ſpeaks dead matter into living 
forms, and the living into dead matter. All oppo- 
ſition, whether from men or devils, muſt neceflarily 
fall before him : the bible is full of this, ſo that to 
quote paſſages of this' ſort would be almoſt endleſs, 


| 
and what no one who pretends to believe the bible 
will gainſay. What I am concerned to prove is, , 
that the very ſame uncontroulable power over dead , 
matter, or living creatures, is aſcribed to that Sa- ſ 
viour, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all. Touch- y 


ing his creating power, his making all things, that 
has been already conſidered; ſo that from the in- 
wiſeble things of him from the creation, are clear) 
ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made, = 
even his ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD. 

What under this head is to be conſidered is his 


= Ov 


? 
Wo - irreſiſtible power over devils and over the elements. | ti 
'Y His power over ſatan was foretold ſoon after mans 55 
+ ſhameful fall, and is thought to be the firſt pro- tor 
miſe of a divine deliverer; when it was faid, that ont 
the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent ? bei 


head, and to which the Apoſtle very probably alludes i , | 


| * Toln vi. 64. — + Rev. ii. 23. 
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v-hen he tells us, that he had ſpoiled principalities 
and powers, making an open ſbetu of them and to 
whom St. Paul applies the words of the Pſalmiſt, 
Thin haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led capti- 


vity captive ; thou haft received giſts for men; yea, 


for the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell 


among them. But to attend to facts. It is pro- 
bable there never was an age in which the devil 
triumphed more than in the age in which our 
Saviour was born, at leaſt not fince the ge- 
noral deluge. We read of no period in which he 
nad poſſeſſion of ſo many miſerable bodies; and 
ſoon after our Lord's entering upon his public em- 
ployment, we find him begin to diſlodge thoſe in- 
ternal inhabitants. Nay, thoſe ſatanical agents at- 
tempt no reſiſtance, well knowing it would be in 
vain to reſiſt Omnipotence. Take one paſſage, in 
full, inſtead of many. And in the ſynagogue there 
was a man which had a ſpirit of an unclean devil, 
and cried out with a loud voice, ſaying, Let us alone, 
what have we to do with thee, thou Feſus of Naza- 
eth! art thou came to deſtroy us? I know thee who 
thiu art; the Holy One of God. And TFeſus rebuked 
him, faying, Hd thy peace, and come out of him. 
And when the devil had thrown him in the midſt 
he came out of him, and hurt him not. And they 
were all amazed, and ſpate among themſelves, ſay- 
ing, What a word is this? for with authority and 
forwer, he commandeth the unclean ſpirits and they 
come out. * Nay, theſe exiles from heaven, and 
haters of God and Man, could not ſo much as 
deſtroy a few ſwine without his permiiſion. For 
in another place we find a cruel band of theſe 
tormentors of the human kind, having poſſeſſion of 
one poor man, but Jefus, in pity to the miſerable 
being, drives them thence, and they beſeech him 
to ſuffer their remaining a little longer in the coun- 


* Luke iv. 33, 37. 
32 


try 
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try, ſuppoſing they could do no more miſchief than 
that of deſtroymg the mean property of ſwine, 
very likely * to ſome worldlings in the 
neighbourhood.* In ſhort, we find that whereſo- 
ever he takes to himſelf his great power, hell itſelt 
trembles at his word. 

Another inſtance of his Omnipotence is, his im- 
mediate power over the fierceſt elements. When 
the three Iſraelitiſh heroes refuſed to fall down and 
worſhip the golden image, the incenſed Monarch 
commanded the valiant youths to be caſt into a 
dreadful. fiery furnace; and to make ſure work of 
it, he commanded the furnace to be heated ſeven 
times more than it was wont to be heated. Ne- 
vertheleſs, to his very great ſurpriſe, he perceives 
the fire has loſt its force, and its very nature ſeems | 
reverſed; and why? becauſe the Son of God walks ; 
with rhem ;+ being mindful of his promiſe 4 on | 
this important occaſion. 


7 

'The raging winds, and ſtormy tempeſts, are e- 7 
qually obſequious to their heavenly Sovereign, and 0 
immediately fulfil his omnific word. See the ſe— I 
veral inſtances, Matt. viii. 24, 26. Mark iv. 39. 77 


Luke vii. 24. John vi. 20. Well might the | #/ 
aſtoniſhed diſciples ſay, hat manner of man is this, 7 
that even the winds and the 2 obey him? Every Oſe 
diſeaſe, were it ever ſo malignant, yielded to his I he 
healing hand, or all-powerful word; yea, the hardy . 
ſoldiers who came to apprehend him, were ſtruck 
to the ground at his ſimple / am; and he could 
as eaſily have ſtruck them dead, or into hell. Now 
3f the trembling obedience of devils, the ſuſpended 
rage of devouring flames, the ſtilling of ſtormy 
ſeas, and furious tempeſts, and tremour of hardy 
and reſolute men, are not mſtances of Almighty 
power, as well as creating all things out of nothing, 
it is hard to tell what is. Such is thy unlimited 
power, O! thou bleeding Prince of Peace 


* Lev. ü. 4, m— + Dan. ii. 5, — I, liv. 2, 
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6. A ſixth proof of his Divinity is his Omni- 
preſence; and indeed, not one of the leaſt; this 
attribute is claimed by Jehovah alone. In directing 
the mode and manner of the tabernacle worſhip in 
the wilderneſs, the Lord, to encourage them, ſays, 
In all places where I record my name, I will come to 
thee and I will bleſs thee.* And to ſhew the ubi- 
quity of the Almighty, Solomon ſays, Behold the 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee: how much * this houſe which I have built *@ 
In conſequence of this prerogative, it is that God 
can fulfil his promiſe of being with his ſervants in 
all their dangers and diſtreſſes. So he ſpoke to the 
Iſraelites, f and ſo he ſpoke to Joſhua, As I was 
with Moſes, ſo will I be with thee, I will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee. f Could any being who 
is not omnipreſent, ſpeak in ſuch a ſtile as this? 
Yet farther. I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him alſo that is of an humble ſpirit, to re- 
vive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones. & Thus he ſpeaks to his deſpond- 
ing Church, Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; be 
not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will ſtrengthen 
thee, yea I will help thee; yea I will uphold thee by 
the right hand of my righteouſneſs. That we may 
lee what ſtreſs the Almighty lays upon this attribute, 


he reaſons, Am I a God at hand, ſaith the Lord, 


and not afar off! Can any hide himſelf in ſecret 
places, that I ſhall not ſee him? ſaith the Lord, Do 
NoT I FILL HEAVEN AND EARTH. ** Now let 
us fee whether the bleſſed Jeſus does not aſſume 
this very prerogative. in its full extent. To en- 
courage his ſervants in well-doing, and alſo to aſ- 
ſemble themſelves together in his name, he makes 
them this precious promiſe, I/here two or three 


are met in my name, there I am in the midſt of them. 


* Exo, xx. 24, —— 2 Chrov. vi. 18.— + Joſh. 1. 5, — 
Deut. xxxi.— & Iſa, Iviii. 15.— || Ifa, xl}, 10,—** Jer... 
xxl. 24, —— + Matt. xviii. 20, 
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But how can he fulfil this promiſe unleſs he is 
every where? and how. can he be poſſeſſed of that 
attribute unleſs he is Jehovah? ſuppoſing two or 
three are gathered here in-this place, the like number 
in London, Edinburgh, Dublin, Jeruſalem, or where 
ou pleaſe, if he ſpoke the truth he is bound to 

fil his word; but that he can never do unleſs 
he fills all ſpace, and that he cannot do unleſs he 
is in the moſt abſolute ſenſe of the word, Gon. 
Nay, after his reſurrection he made in effect the 
ſame promiſe, and requires the ſame ability to fulfil 
it. Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of 
the world. 

Now that promiſe was not limited to the Apoſtles 
only, as is plain from the term, to the end of th: 
world; but muſt be extended to all his miniſters, 
in every age and country. But if any one would 
wrangle through a ſtone wall, and ſay, but it did 
belong to. the Apoſtles only, what advantage would 
he gain? For it is very plain the Apoſtles were 
diſperſed abroad far and wide, and it is a doubt 
if two of them remained always together; ſo that 
ſtill he muſt be omnipreſent to be with them all; 
ſo that the oppoſers of this doctrine muſt take their 
choice either to believe the Bleſſed Redeemer to be 
over all, God bleſſed for ever; or to accuſe the im- 
maculate Lamb of God for being a liar. 

7. Forgiving of ſins is another incommunicabl: 
property in the Deity. I know this is not granted 
in the Church of Rome, and I wiſh the Church of 
England was free from this taint; but if all the 
churches in the world ſhould uſurp this prerogative 
of the Deity, yet none can forgive fins but God «- 
lone. He and he alone, keepeth mercy for thouſand: 
forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſſion and fins.* He 
and he only, can ſay, J, even I am he which bi 
teth out thy tranſgreſſions, and will not remember t 
fns.+ We do not find in ſcripture either man 0 

* Exod, xxxiv. 7, + Ifa, xliii. 25, 
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angel attempting to do this. Neither Moſes, Sa- 
muel, Daniel, or any other ſervant of God. No, 
it was only the Lord who could forgive their iniquity 
and remember their fins no more.* Nor do we find 
any of the Apoſtles attempting any thing of this 
kind, let the people be ever fo penitent. Peter ex- 
horts the Fews to repent and be converted, that their 


ſins might be blotted out But never ſays « the 


authority of God committed to me I abſolve you,” 
that vile uſurpation was left for the latter days. 
And though there were very groſs errors durin 
the three firſt centuries, yet that abomination did 
not make its horrid appearance. But we find the 
Friend of mankind, communicating this unſpeakable 
mercy, and ſaying, Son, thy fins be forgiven thee.+ 
Yea, he could fay to a proud phariſee concernin 
a poor wretched ſinner, I heręfore, I ſay unto thee, © 
her fins which are many are Hu We her. Like- 
wiſe he repeats the charming ſound to the poor of- 
fender, Thy Fr are forgiven thee.t This is there- 
fore a ſatisfactory proof that he is over all, God 
bleſſed for ever. 

8. His inſeparable, and yet inconceivable union 
with the Father, is another infallible proof of his 
Divinity. See the following paſſages. J and my 
Father are one. \ He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen 
the Father; and how ſayeſt thau, Shew us the Ha- 
ther? Believeſt thou not that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me? The words that I ſpeak unto 


you, I fpeak not of myeſelf, but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doth the works. Believe me that 


am in the Father, and the Father in me.] Thus 
the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt in him bodily, that 
every knee might bow, and every tongue confeſs 
tim to be Lord to the glory of the Father. 
It is true, this doctrine gave great offence to the 
Jews, inſomuch that they took up ſtones to ſtone 


0 ex. xxxi. 34.— 1 Mark ll. 5. —1 Luke vii. 47 48.— 
; & John X. 30.— | ohn XIV, 9, 10, Il, f 
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him for blaſphemy, that being a man thou make/? 
thyſelf to be God, = they.* How does our Lord 
urge this claim in his laſt prayer? That they all 
may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and 1 
in thee, that they alſo may be one in us—1 in them 
and thou in me. 

9. The form of words uſed in baptiſm, is another 
clear proof of his divine nature, and which we have 
his command for; Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.+ When 
St. Paul was reproving the Corinthians for their 
2 for particular perſons or preachers, he aſks, 

as Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul? Nay, he had not baptized any 
ſave Criſpus and Gaius, and thanks God for it, leſt 
any one ſhould ſay that he had baptized in his own 
name. 1 So that being baptized into the name of 
Father, Son, and Spirit, ſhews the equality of the 
divine perſons, otherwiſe why are they equally bap- 
tized into the name of cach? To this I might add, 
that apoſtolical benediction with which congrega- 
tions are uſually diſmiſſed, The grace 7 our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the fellmw- 
ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with us all; this plainly 
ſhews the divine equality, and conſequently the 
Divinity of the Adorable Redeemer of the World. 

10. The tenth and laſt proof of the Godhead of 
Chriſt which I ſhall bring, is, that of his being the 
Judge of all. Ihe Pfalmiſt cries out, Fudge me, 
O God, and plead my cauſe. The God, the Mighty 
God, even JEHOV AH, that ſhall call to the heavens 
and the earth, that he may judge his people; TER0- 
vA judgeth the people. It would almoſt be end- 
leſs to quote paſſages of this ſort, where the Al- 
mighty is ſpoken of and appealed unto, as the ſole 
judge of all. But who is this Jehovah, this Mighty 
* John v. 17, 20, —— + Matt, ii. 12.—— f 1 Cor, i. 14, 15. 
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God, this Judge of All, who is to judge his Saints, 
and the World in Righteouſneſs ? Lo the law and 
the teſtimony, and there receive the anſwer. The 
Father judgeth no man; but hath committed all 
judgement to the Son That all ſhould honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father.* When the Son of 
Man fhall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then ſhall he fit upon the throne of his- 
glory. And before him ſhall be gathered all nations, 
and he fhall divide them—T hen ſball the King ſay to 
them on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my father, 
mherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world —Then ſhall he ſay to them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
laſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his angels, 
&c.+ Here is the Judge, and here is his irreverſible 
ſentence, which muſt ſtand firm for ever. For truly 
we muſt all appear before the judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt; that every one may give an account of 
himſelf. For the Lord, the righteous Fudge, will 
give the crown of righteouſneſs to all ſuch as love 
his appearing. I ſaw a great white throne, and 
him that ſat thereon, from whoſe face the earth and 
the heaven fied away: and there was no place found 
for them. And I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, 
ftand before God: and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life; 
and the dead were judged our of thoſe things which 
were written in the books, every man according to 
his works.|\| Such is the ſublime and awful account 
of the Son of Man coming in the clouds of 
Heaven; O] may we bow to his golden ſceptre, that 
we may not feel his iron rod! 

Now, my brethren, if the names, works, and 
worſhip of God: his attributes, pardoning ſins, 
being baptized and bleſſed in his name, and his 


* John v, 22, 23. n—__ Matt. xxv. 31.— 1 2 Cor, 10, 
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being Judge of quick and dead, don't prove him to 
be that deity who is, who was, and who is to come, 
the Aimighty, I think we may call his very exiſtence 
in queſtion. But if all theſe prove him to be the 
very Grod of Heaven and Earth, then they prove 
what the text aſſerts, to wit, that Chrift Feſus is 
over all, God bleſſed for evermore. 


Much time is gone, and therefore I cannot de- 
tain you much longer, only I muſt drop a few 
hints by way of improvement. 


1. What amazing condeſcenſion, pity, love and 
goodneſs, has the Lord of Glory ſhewn to vile ſin- 
ners, in ſtooping to ſuch circumſtances of poverty, 
pain and diſtreſs? O pauſe | ponder! wonder and 
ſtand aſtoniſhed at the amazing ſcene ! ſee the grace 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, 
yet for our ſakes, he became poor, that we through 
his poverty might be made rich. O] let his love, 
his dying love, conſtrain every ſoul here preſent, to 
love him again, and to cry out in ſweet confuſion, 
What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his bene- 
fits conferred upon me, a ruined ſinner. 

A prince dying for his rebellious ſubjects, is an 
unheard of inſtance of goodneſs ; and yet, that 1s 
nothing in compariſon of this; ſeeing the creature 
bears no proportion to the quality of his Great 
Creator. Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be 
glad, yea, Let the inhabitants of the rock ſing; fot 
the Lord God Almighty, has redeemed ſinful men 
with the price of his blood. This is the ſong of 
the holy inhabitants above, and which makes the 
heavenly arches ring, Thou waſt flain, and haſt re. 
deemed us to God by thy blood. Sweet ſong, and 
ſweet Saviour! O let every ſoul] here learn it, and 
tune it for ever. | 

2. How inexcufable muſt every oe; pp of this 


great falvation be ? What could the Lord of an 
dve 
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have done for his vineyard, that he hath not done? 
The Low od dies for ſinful worms; and yet, O 
allonithing folly | baſe ingratitude ! they will not 
be reconciled to him, they will hearken to any 
thing, rather than the voice of the Heavenly Charmer. 
Trade, money getting, or money ſpending, in the 
moſt filly, empty, and vain manner poſſible, yet 
will be preferred to the Pearl of Great Frice. Vain, 
ſinful ſports, and paſtimes, are eagerly ſought after, 
often to the ruin of credit, ſubſtance, family, yea 
ſoul and body for ever, rather than the pleaſures 
bought at ſuch an ineſtimable price, and which are 
at God's right hand for evermore. O, ye be- 
trayers, and crucifiers of the Son of God! Is it 
not enough that you muſt have all the thunders of 
Sinai, all the curſes of God's book againſt you, 
and your own accumulated crimes, but muſt the 
cries of a dying Jeſus, which you have deſpiſed, 
the blood and wounds which you have ſlighted, 
and all the unknown anguiſh which he endured ; 
| fay, muſt all this ſtare you in the face, at that 
awful day? Alas! my fellow ſinners, what will 
dreſs, and finery, ſhew and parade, pomp and ho- 
nour, ſpacious rooms, luxurious tables, friends and 
pleaſing companions avail you now! All like fo 
many furies will encreaſe your anguiſh for ever. 

3. Beware how any of you ſet up moral recti- 
tude, human acquirements, rational endowments, 
and ſpeculative refinements, inſtead of the Atoning 
Blood of Jeſus, who is God and Man ! nay, let 
neither orthodoxy, nor formality, uſurp the place 
of Chriſt in you the Hope ot Glory. 

4. Let all who profeſs to believe the Divinity of 
Chriſt take heed they reſt not in an empty notion of 
the doctrine, leſt they be condemned out of their own 
mouths. Let them remember, that calling Lord, 
Lord, will not ſupply the place of ſound conver- 
ion, Let them be found living fruitful branches, 

| 0 
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of this living and fruitful vine; herein is he and 
his Father glorified that we bring forth much fruit; 
fo ſhall we be his diſciples; — To whom with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, be equal and undivided 


honour, praiſe, and power in the Church Trium 
phant-for evermore. Amen. 
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